My Love for Deep Creek Lake
A High School Lesson
Objectives:
At the end of this lesson and activity, the student will be able to:
-Research a local entrepreneur and their company
-Develop reasons why they support the DCL business
-Complete a love story layout for their DCL business
-Identify the components of a business letter
-Write a personal business letter, in correct layout, to their DCL business
-Address an envelope for their DCL business
Deep Creek Lake in McHenry, Maryland is home to many small businesses and companies.    These businesses provide the community and area with products and services to meet the wants and needs of the DCL community.  Many of these same businesses and companies support the local school system and partner with teachers and school organizations to provide connection and support to the students in Garrett County.  
This project is for students to express their love for local businesses.  It also gives students the opportunity to connect with local entrepreneurs they support or have supported for years. 
Listed below is a partial list of area businesses within the Deep Creek area.  These may require updating as needed. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Shop n Save Fresh
First United
Christmas Chalet
Deep Creek Times
Dutch’s at Silver Tree
Ace’s Run
Brenda’s Pizzeria
Firewater Kitchen and Bar
Trader’s Coffee House
Expresso Alley
Rush Services
Red Barn
Lavender Farm
Ledo’s Pizzeria
Casselman Café and Bakery
Uno’s
Cashmere Clothing Company
Moonshadow
Honi Honi
Garrett 8 Cinemas
Deep Creek Donuts
Lakeside Creamery
Archie’s BBQ
Smiley’s
Pine Lodge Steakhouse
Wisp
Outdoor Elements at Wisp
High Mountain Sports
Bill’s Marina
Glazed and Confused
Deep Creek Salon
Railey Realty
Taylor Made
Fox’s Pizza
Lakeview Inn
BFS
HART for Animals/Pick of the Litter
Marigold Layne Salon
Black Bear
Ascii
Bear Creek Traders
Deep Creek Coffee and Creamery
Monkey Business Adventure Park
Fun Time Water Sports
Cabin Lodge Grill
Copper Kettle Popcorn Factory
Canoe on the Run
Perkins
Deep Creek Fitness
Slopeside
Humberson Homes
McHenry Beverages
Drive through Beverages
Kate’s Ice Cream
Mountain State Brewery
Patterson Boat Company
Grand Central Furniture
Lakewood Resorts
Mill Creek and Company
Aquatic Center


	++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Lessons before doing the project:
The teacher will need to show and review with students how to use Google Slides.  Another option teachers could use instead of Google Slides is Canva.  Included is the Google Slides template. 
The teacher will also need to teach, review how to format a business letter and how to address an envelope.
Once finished with the lessons, the actual project can be completed as a culminating activity after lessons and business and company research. 

Project Directions: 
1. Choose a DCL business of your choice.  This should be a business/company you visit and support often.  One that you and/or your family and friends support and love. 
2. Use the “My Love for DCL” template to create a board for your chosen business.   Once you have finished the board, submit for credit.  Your teacher will display this in the classroom or in the hallway. 
3. Once you choose a business, use the Internet to find contact information for the business.  Contact information includes the mailing address including city, state and zip code. 
4. Use the attached format guide to write a letter to your business.  
5. When finished, submit it to your teacher.  
6. After your teacher proofreads your letter and goes over corrections and suggestions, edit your letter and resubmit it as a final copy. 
7. Once your teacher prints a final copy for you, sign it. 
8. With your final copy, put it in an envelope and address and envelope for the letter to be mailed.  Remember if you receive a response from your business, you should write a thank you note. 






























LETTER FORMAT:
Date in this format:  September 22, 2025 (Enter 4 times)



Owner Name
Business/Company Name
Street Address
City, State Zip Code (Enter Once)
Dear Mr. or Ms.  and the last name of the Business Owner: (Enter Once)
In your first paragraph, you should introduce yourself by first name only, your grade, and why you are writing. Make sure to explain that you are a high school business/English student completing an assignment for celebrating 100 years of DCL and you are to write to a DCL business that you love and support. (Enter Once)
The second paragraph should discuss what you admire about the business, why you choose their business to support, what do they do better than any other business? You could include personal connections you have with the business. Being more personal and specific as why you support their business, the better. (Enter Once) 
This paragraph should be asking the business owner some questions about how they started their business, why they chose this type of business and how they ended in the Deep Creek Lake Maryland area.   (Enter Once)
The final paragraph is to close your letter saying you would like to hear back from them.   I would suggest telling the business owner that the class is having a competition to see who can quickest and the best reply.  Thank the owner for taking the time to read your letter.  Remember, this paragraph is like your summary. Remember, these individuals are busy, and don’t have a lot of time to respond, but let them know how much you would appreciate a reply and how thankful you are for their time. (Enter Once)
Sincerely (or Yours truly), (Enter Three Times)


Your First Name and Initial of your Last Name—in real world you would include your last name.
C/O Teacher’s Name
Name of School
Street Address of School
City, State Zip of School
