1 DCL100 Lesson
DCL100 Lesson Aquatic Life & Ecosystems  
Your Name: Erin Ash, Amy Anderson 
Place where you teach in GC: Accident Elementary School
Grade Level for this lesson: Elementary Grades (lesson can be tailored to individual grade levels)
Teaching domain or topic: Aquatic Life/Ecosystems in Deep Creek Lake
Title of Lesson: 
Lesson Objective(s):
1. Students will be able to name/identify living organisms that inhabit Deep Creek Lake.
2. Students will be able to explain how living organisms are connected/interact in the Deep Creek Lake ecosystem. 

Materials to gather for this lesson:
Outline Map of Deep Creek Lake
Slideshow: DC100 Aquatic Life/Ecosystems in Deep Creek Lake
Deep Creek Lake Animal Picture Cards

Instructions for this lesson (be as detailed with steps as you can):
1. To assess prior knowledge, the teacher will ask:
-What is an ecosystem? (A community of living organisms [plants, animals, and microbes] interacting with each other and their physical environment [like water, soil, and sunlight] within a specific geographical area).
-What are some different ecosystems found around the world? (rainforest, desert, arctic tundra, forest, ocean, freshwater ecosystems, etc.)
-What ecosystems are found in Garrett County, Maryland? (forest, freshwater ecosystems [rivers, streams, lakes, wetland, ponds])
2. The teacher will explain that today’s lesson will be focusing on a specific freshwater ecosystem found in Garrett County, Maryland. Students will be asked if they have any ideas of what the ecosystem is (Deep Creek Lake). 
3. Next, the teacher will survey the class by asking, Who has been to Deep Creek Lake? What kind of animals and plants are found there? 
4.  *This activity can be completed independently or in a small group* 
· Students will be given an outline of Deep Creek Lake and picture cards of different plants and animals. 
· The teacher will instruct students to sort the picture cards into two piles: organisms found at/around Deep Creek Lake and organisms not found at/around Deep Creek Lake.
· Next, the teacher will instruct students to place the picture cards of the organisms found at/around Deep Creek Lake where they think they are found (in the water, on the shoreline, in the forest surrounding the lake). 
· When students are finished placing the picture cards, the teacher will give them an opportunity to view their peers’ maps (gallery walk style) and provide feedback. 
· The teacher will then review/check the maps as a whole group; encouraging a class discussion about animal placement within the Deep Creek Lake ecosystem. 
Extension Ideas:
*Students can use the completed maps to create a food web visual of the Deep Creek Lake ecosystem by using a marker to show how energy and nutrients flow between organisms (Example: sun…duckweed…duck…fox…). 


*Students can act out the Deep Creek Lake ecosystem/habitat:
1. Hand out picture cards of organisms found in the Deep Creek Lake ecosystem to each student.
2. Tell students that the lake is in the middle of the room.
3. Students will then place themselves either in the lake or on the edge of the lake.
4. String will be given out and students will pass it around showing the energy flow in the Deep Creek Lake Ecosystem “what eats what”.  This will create the visual of a web.
5. Research the different organisms around the lake and create a report or slide show.

Create any worksheet(s) to go with this lesson here:
Outline Map of Deep Creek Lake
Slideshow: DC100 Aquatic Life/Ecosystems in Deep Creek Lake
Deep Creek Lake Animal Picture Cards

Helpful Websites: 
Deep Creek Directory: Nature's Wildlife at Deep Creek Lake, Maryland
Maryland Department of Natural Resources: Deep Creek Lake
Uncommon Wildlife in DCL






